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Foreword

This i the second repart on the' Millennivm Development Goals in Kawait Thi frst report wis entitled
“State pf Kuwait: Country Repor on the Millenniums Development Goals: Achievements and Challenges:.
20037 The current report, using & UNDE recommendad methadology for monitoring progress towares
achieving the goals and uriliving the mos up-toedite information From national and internatonal sources, is

for all intents s parposes an update of the Frse FEPOEL

Being an updae it is perhaps nol surprising that the current report confirms the findings of the 2008 re-
portalluded to above. Overadl The State of Huwsai is found o be i@ foriunate position of being able 10
achieve almoss all the MDGs, Indeed some of the goads have already been achieved o [ew vears abiead of the
designated date of 2015, Already achieved goals mclude the eradication of extreme poverty and hunger, the
achievement of universal primary educarion, the target an the elimination of gender disparity in all edu-
cateonal levels, ' the reduction in child mortality, the improvement in maternal mortlity, and the combaring
of HIV/AIDS, malaria and other diseases, Regarding the eighth goal of developing a glabal partnership for
development The State of Kuwait s proud to note that sinee i independence it has been netive in provied-
wg official development assistance to developing countries through s specialized aid dgendy the Kuwai
Fune for Arab Economic Development. As of the 1st August 2005, the Kuwail Fund extended devetopmen)

loans o 10 countries in all continents, 16 Arab and RS non-Arab countrics, with a total loan Commmitment
of abour USSI LS billion.

Be the above asit may, The State of Kuwait faces o few challenges regarding the achievemen) of some Girpels
under i few goals. Importint among these & the political empowerment of women under the third gl
While it is recognized that such target involves 4 process of polincal siruggle under vanous societal settings,
! am happy o note that May 16, 2005 marked a laindmark in the political struggle of Kowaiti women, On
this day. the Kuwaiti Parliament extended political rights to women, Thus, potentially the indicator of “the
proportion of seats held by women i national pariaments™ will show 4 time lrend during the remauning
ten yeirs b the achivvement of goals, We diution, however, that progress on this score will depend on the

dynamics of the political process,

The major challenge facing The State of Kuwait is that related 10 the 7th goal of “cnsuring environmenial
sustainability”, especially with respect to the energy use and the carbon dioxide emissions indicators. Our
view is thal as far as The Suee of Kuwan s concerned these are bizsed indiciorsin thesenise that they are
clasely related to the nature of the 'oil eeohomy of the country. However high the level of these indicators
may be for the State of Kuwait, their conteilution w *global warmmg® is not fikely 1o be significant. Bug, of
course, The State of Kuwait s committed o observe all types of recommendations that wm at the wise use

of naturl ressurces o the:benelin of humankind

Having noted the above, Twould like o close by cominending this second report s a key fnput of The St
of Kuwail's ]lill'til"i[:l:-1lir1|1 in the September 2005 UN Summic on the MDGs: The analysisand  micrmation
presented inthe report should help increase the awareness of the various stakeholders in our country ns

where we stand regarding the global compncr against poverty as-expressed in the MDGs

Massouma al-Mubarak, (Ph.D.),

Minbsier ol Pl

Atate, Munster lor Admanisteative Prevelapinene Adtaers




Preface

The Millenninm Development Goals are doubly sipnificant for The State of Kuwait, They are significant to
The State of Kuwait as 2 developing country since they offer a framewsrk to monitor development progress,
identify achievements as well as challenges: The MDGs are also significint 1o The State of Kuwait a8 2 “de-
veloper”™ country - a remarkable donor and investor in world development,

As this monitoring Report shows, as a develaping country, The State of Kuwait has achieved mpressive
progress since independence in areas covered by the MDGs runging from the eradication of ahsolute pov-
erty 1o advances in health and education. Kuwaiti women's Tecent acquisition of political rights is the laest
accomplishment to celebrate. Exercising these rights through women's participation in parliament is a quest
that has to be addressed in order to meet the respective MDG LATEeL.

The multi-faceted progress and its continuation since the year 9000 is reflected in Kuwait's record in meet-
ing the MDGs. The State of Kuwait either has met or is on its way to meeting most of the MDG targets,

Yot there are challenges: In the area of the environment, for example, The State of Kowait can be consid-
ered a victim of its suceess. Rapid economic growth has both burdened the environment and left it lagging
behind other areas of progress,

Kuwaiti commitment to reform and to further progress can draw on the MDG framework in establishing
developmental targets that are particularly pertinent to Kuwait's priorities and aspirations: In cases where
MDG targees seem irrelevant to The State/of Kuwail or have been exceeded by national progress; there
can be seope for considering at the national level alternative targets. For example; under the seventh MDG,
which corrcerns the environment, the first targer of forest cover is irrelevant to The State of Kuwait. An
alternative target related 1o water-security can be adopred to betrer reflect pational priorities in connection

with the environment.

The dual significance of the MDGs to The State of Kuwait cmanates from the country’s unique status as
both & developing, and a “developer,” country, The latter role is evident in Kuwait's remarkable record as
a donor. As we commemorate the fifth anniversary of the international community’s commitment to the
Millennium Development Goals, it should not be forgotten that Kuwail's commitment o international devel-
opment resched impressive levels, Following the first and  second oil booms, Kuwain Offical Development
Assistance as'a percent of Gross Nanonal Income reached international bistoric highs at muluples of the
UN target of 0.7%.

The eight MDGs can have relevance 1o Kowait's policies as s donor. Goal 8 concerning international pari-
nerships is of special importance 10 The State of Kuwait not only ds o donor bur also as an international

trader snd overseas mvestor.

| am pleased thar this monitoring report, the second in a series, is a product of the partnership between
the Government of Kuwait’s Ministry of Planning and the United Natons represented by the United Na-
tions Development Programme. MDGs continue o provide points of reference for this parmership, which is

grounded in Kuwait's national development priorities.

Moez Doraid

Resident Codedinator, Enited Natons

Fedident Representarive, Linited Nations Development Progranme

The Swie of Koawait
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L Introduction and Backgrc A

I. Asis well known the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) were adopted by 189 countries
at the Millennium Summit in New York in September 2000, According to Kofi Annan, UN
Secretary-General, the adoption of the MDGs “drawn from the United Nations Millennium
Deéclaration, was a-seminal event in the history of the United MNations, It constitured an
unprecedented promise by world leaders o address, asa single package, peace, security,
development, human rights and fundamenial freedoms”, The MDGs form a “bluc print
agreed by all world’s countries and all the world's leading development institutions- a set of

simple but powerful ohjectives that every man and weman in the street can easily support
and understand”™,

2. In his report to the UN General Assembly in July 2002 the UN Secrerary-
Leneral noted that the MDGs “express the resolve of the world's political leaders
to free their fellow men, women and children from the ahject and dehumanizing
conditions of extreme poverty, to make the right to development a reality for

everyone, and to free the entire human race from want™.

3. Eight MDGs have been identified by the UN. These are the eradication of ex-
treme poverty and hunger; the achievement of universal primary education: the
promotion of gendér equality and the empowerment of women; the reduction
of child morlity; the improvement of maternal health; combating HIV/AIDS,

milaria and other diseases: ensuring environmental sustainability; and, develop-

ing a global parinership for development.

4. The State of Kuwait is committed 1o the achievement of the MDGs. According
to the IMF, latest estimates the 2003 per capita GDP for The State of Kuwait is reported as
US$16394, comparable to per capita incomes in a number of OECD countries 3. Moreover,
The State of Kuwail is classified as-a high human development country with-a human de--
velopment index for 2002 of 0,838 where it Tanked as the 44th country out of 55 such high
human development countries, and the 2nd country among four high human develop-

ment Arab countries 1,

5. Despite its affluence, The State of Kuwait is also classified as a developing counrry. As such,
itis expected 10 report on progress achieved in realizing the Millennium Development Coals
(MDGs), In 2003, and in collaboration with the UNDP country office, the Minstry of Plan-
ning (MOP) produced the Gest country report on MDGs entitled “Kuwait: Country Report
ar the Millennium Development Goals: Achievements and Challenges 2003”7 (hereinalter
referred to as MOP-UNDE (2003) 5,

VLN, (205}, Thié Millemmim Developnent Goals Report; New Yok po 3.

* See TN (2002, Finflemenzation of the United Nations Millsoium Declaration: Nepord 'of the Seeretary-Generaly report no. AUR7270;
page & o N o

3 Eew [MF, (20053, Kuuuit; Seleeted Tisues tred Staistical A ppenidic; Country Repart wo, 03/239, wumimfiors.

C5er UNDE, (2004), Human Develppment Seport 2004, fable 1, p. 1395 g urdpoorg: Bakram waenks oz S0, Qetar 78 anut
LIAE wr 4580

5 The Lintied Natioms Deveingrment Programme (CRDP) 5 the desipatal comidfinalmg fgene o mmnHTIng frogres fruvards achiming
the grals m collabovelion with UN agencier, other UN peirtners, the World Bank, the (ACF and QECI, The main prrpore af lke cailabers-
fem iv b0 e g common asenment amd wnderstamding of the st of the MO at bath the. okl el netinind Levelt




The MOP-UNDP (2003) report adopted the dominant methodology for asscssing progress
towards achieving the goals that involves comparing the required rares of change in the
various quantitative indicators’ with the actual performance since 1990. It is noted that such
a methodology can be invoked in the form of direct calculation of the rates in question or
ahternatively by estimating trend equations &,

In its Human Development Report 2003 the UNDF adopted a version of the direct method
noted above. According 1o this method what is needed are end point ohservations on the
MDG indicators where a simple average rate of change is to be calculated in the form of the
change in the value of the indicator divided by the time span separating the two ohserva-
tions. In view of the fact that the UNDP is the UN organization charged with monitoring
progress towards achieving the MDGs this current report follows its recommended method-
ology 7. Depending on available information the buse year used 15 1995 while the last vears
for which information is-available is 2004 or the closest yvear- Thus, this report updates the
resultsin the MOP-UNDP (2003) report using the UNDP methodology.

The rest of this report is composed of two sections. In section (I1), using the UNDP 'meth-
odology, progress towards achieving the MDGs in The State of Kowait will be presented,
The section s organized in such a manner that its sub-sections deal with the analysis of
cach goal. Unlike MOP-UNDP (2003) for cach goal, and targets under goals, the relevant
information on indicators and the results are presented in tabular format. Details of the in-
formation used for The State of Kuwail, and the sourees of such information, are provided
in annex table (A1}, Section {IIT} summarizes the results and highlights the challenges that
remain to be dealt with by The State of Kuwait,

6 Fir the datatli of bhete methads See MOP-LUNDE (20032 4, feolnote T),

7 Accordibg fr LNGP (2003: 548:9) [ ey MO mefieator x the debunl apiwal rite of frogresy, call it Gifxh 1t fo be calculaied ox
Jeallorwa r.'rn;_l = st — 0] el I 080 — 0, mbere 00 & THS e dhe year: olasent for wehech: datn mr-rar.v_uﬂnMr; £ ds -t ot récend year
forr tehich it wre aonibable; 20 and xi] wre dhe values of the MG ndicator for the ctebserifled yeara, T 5 mated: thad deed forieule seds
o be sliglty aomented for net prismary school enrofnent pdio, penader eguality m eduzetion aned the grugnirtion of the population with accet
i gafe whater ancd sanitetion, for cach of wiich the west demrble value & 10 For ereh uf theie mifieajens “Pragrese s 14 be exreciod ac
shartfall reduction " areerdimg o the foliowing aetal anuel vade of frogres: Gifx) < (fstl = xild] [0 - xtB] I (e2 — 4T} The vequered
rate of progrear o meel the temimes fargeni by 2005 (IMD (G, eall i C¥xl, defierids on the varimiy pranditalive sprofications, coll pach
ame of thewy _x, fegr. 0.3 for foverty ansd denger, 0.5 jor m_,l"r witer wRd saitation: 0.6 for wsder-five movtality; omd [ for primary
enrlsenid sl gender pquality i edugation]; thul G4xh = x| (DG -],







