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Advisory Board Members

Rima Khalaf Hunaidi became Assistant Secretary-
General and Director, Regional Bureau for Arab States
(RBAYS), at the United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) in September 2000. Under her leadership, the
Regional Bureau launched the Arab Human Development
Report Series. The first Report in the series on “Creating
Opportunities for Future Generations” was issued in July
2002 and the second on “Building Knowledge Society”
came out in October 2003. Dr. Khalaf Hunaidi has also
pioneered important regional initiatives on Arab
education issues, knowledge acquisition and economic
growth. Before joining UNDP, she was Deputy Prime
Minister of Jordan where as head of the ministerial
economic team, she promoted the drive for economic
reform in Jordan while simultaneously working on a
package for building human capabilities, alleviating
human poverty and strengthening the social safety net.
She also served as Minister of Planning and Minister of
Industry and Trade; she was also a Senator in the Upper
House of the Jordanian Parliament. Dr. Khalaf Hunaidi
has a degree in Economics from the American University
of Beirut, and has an MA in Economics and a Doctorate
in Systems Science from Portland State University.

Ahmed Kamal Aboulmagd is a professor of Public Law
at Cairo University. He is also a Judge of the World Bank
Administrative Tribunal, where he has previously served
as President. He is also the current Vice-President of the
National Council for Human Rights in Egypt. Dr.
Aboulmagd occupied many important positions including
a Legal and Constitutional Adviser under the Crown
Prince and Prime Minister of Kuwait, and a Minister of
Information and Youth in Egypt. Between 1966 and
1971, Dr. Aboulmagd served as a Cultural Counselor to
the Egyptian Embassy in Washington. In 2001, he co-
authored a document endorsed by the General Assembly
entitled Dialogue Amongst Civilizations advocating the
promotion of intercultural understanding and engage-
ment. A prominent Islamic thinker, Dr. Aboulmagd

studied Islamic Law at Cairo University following his
Bachelors of Law. He received his Doctorate in Law
from Cairo University in 1958. He is currently a member
of the Academy of Islamic Legal Research of Al Azhar
University.

Farida Allaghi a native citizen of Libya, received her
doctorate degree in Sociology-Social Planning and
Development from the US. Currently, she is a Senior
Adviser to HRH the President of the Arab Gulf Program
for the United Nations Development Organizations
(AGFUND). Between 1983 and 2001, she held the
position of the Director of the Women and Child division
at AGFUND in Saudi Arabia. She is an international
freelance consultant in the fields of human development,
civil society and institution building. She is a member of
several regional and international boards, among them:
The Arab Thought Foundation, The Arab Reform Forum
and Mentor Foundation. Since the early 1980s she has
been actively involved in establishing countless national,
regional and international foundations and non-
governmental organizations, focusing on promoting and
empowering women, children and youth.

Nabil Alnawwab is a Regional Adviser on Social
Development and Issues and Policies with UN-ESCWA,
the United Nations Economic and Social Commission for
Western Asia. Dr. Alnawwab received his Doctorate in
Sociology and Social Development from the University
of Keele, UK. His experience and application of develop-
ment issues include assessment and identification of
social sector needs, social policy formulations, applica-
tion and analysis. Dr. Alnawwab has published numerous
articles and research on human development, education
development, gender and social welfare.

Mustafa Omar Attir is a professor of Sociology at Al-
Fateh University in Tripoli, Libya. He is also the Director
of the Centre for Sustainable Development Research in
Libya and President of the Arab Sociological Association.
Dr. Attir received his Doctorate in Sociology from the
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University of Minnesota, USA, and served as Dean of the
Faculty of Liberal Arts at the University, where he also
presided as Director of the University Research Centre.
Dr. Attir has published numerous works in Arabic and
English on modernization in Libya and urbanization

in the Arab society.

The Late Mervat Badawi joined the Arab Fund for
Economic and Social Development since 1977 and
remained there until her passing away in late 2004. She
obtained her Doctorate in Economics from the University
of Paris |, Pantheon-Sorbonne, where her thesis was
awarded highest distinction. She also obtained a Doctor-
ate in Engineering (Electrical and Computer Engineering)
from the University of Paris VI, Pierre et Marie Curie. As
part of her responsibilities at the Fund, she has organized
and chaired several conferences, seminars and workshops
dealing with basic issues concerning the Arab world as
well as served as Team Leader for the Arab Economic
Report and other studies related to development in the
Arab Least Developed Countries (LDCs). While at the
Fund, she also served as the Director of the Technical
Department. She also served as the Vice Chairperson of
the Board of Trustees of the International Centre for
Agricultural Research in Dry Areas (ICARDA). Dr.
Badawi has published several articles in international

and Arab journals.

Mustafa Barghouthi is an eminent activist for the
Palestinian struggle and works to promote democratic
Palestinian civil society. He is currently Secretary of the
Palestinian National Initiative, a democratic opposition
movement. As a medical doctor and holder of an MBA,
Dr. Barghouthi has played a key role in the introduction
of modern concepts in healthcare to Palestine. He has
lectured widely at universities including Harvard,
Stanford and Johns Hopkins. Politically, he has also
contributed to the successful implementation of laws in
the Palestinian Legislative Council. Dr. Barghouthi also
established the Health, Development, Information and
Policy Institute (HDIP), a think tank and research centre
in Ramallah. As a result of his wide range of contribu-
tions, Dr. Barghouthi has frequently been a guest on
international and Arab regional media. He recently ran
for the Palestinian Presidential Elections of January 2005
and obtained sizable support.

Farida Bennani is a professor of Shari’a at the Qadi
Ayad University in Marrakech, Morocco. She is also a
researcher and social activist in the struggle for Arab
women’s rights. Her research interests include violence
against women, development and poverty as well as
Islamic jurisprudence and International Conventions. Dr.
Bennani is a member of the UNESCO Scientific Com-
mittee on Women and their Rights and founder of

organizations that seek to promote gender equity. Dr.
Bennani has chaired workshops for women that deal with
eradicating women’s ignorance of the law, clarifying
legal and Islamic jurisprudence in feminist discourse and
the options of religious and international referencing for
feminist associations.

Mohamed Cherfi is currently Professor Emeritus at the
College of Scientific Law, Politics, and Sociology in
Tunisia. From 1964 to 1989, he worked as an Associate
Professor and then as a Professor of Higher Education at
the College for Scientific Law, Politics, and Sociology in
Tunisia. From 1961 to 1962, he was the Secretary-
General for the Union of Tunisian Students in Paris. He
contributed to the founding of the Centre for Socialist
Research and Labour and occupied the position of
Minister of Education and Higher Learning from April
1989-1994 from which he resigned in protest at the
declining status of civil liberties. He was sentenced to two
years in prison after his trial at the Tunisian Supreme
Court. From 1972 to 1988, he contributed to the establish-
ment of the General Teachers Union for Higher Educa-
tion. He also founded and directed the Association of
Maghreb Meetings. He has published widely on religion,
international law, education and freedom. He obtained his
Doctorate in legal studies from the University of Paris,
France.

The Late Mamdouh Edwan was a renowned poet and
playwright whose vast collections of poetry, plays and
novels have been published, performed, translated and
adapted for television and radio. Edwan was Professor of
Dramatic Creative Writing at the Higher Institute of
Dramatic Arts before his recent retirement and through-
out his career, appeared in literary lectures, conferences
and theatrical festivals around the world. In 1997, Edwan
was awarded the Arab Prize for poetry in Amman and
was honoured in Cairo for his accomplishments in Theatre.
He has lectured on theoretical issues on literature and the
arts at London University and Cambridge University, and
other topics, including language and identity.

Munira Fakhro is an Associate Professor at the Univer-
sity of Bahrain, and her academic interests encompass
women, civil society and democracy in the Gulf region.
Dr. Fakhro received her Doctorate in Social Policy,
Planning and Administration from Columbia University,
USA, and served as a visiting scholar there in 1997. She
has also conducted research on gender, citizenship and
civil society in the Gulf States at the Centre for Middle
East Studies, Harvard University. She has published
works on Bahrain, including issues related to women,
civil society and democratization. Dr. Fakhro is also
currently a Board member of the High Council for
Women in Bahrain and the Bahrain Academic Society.
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Ziad Fariz is currently the Chief Executive Officer of the
Arab Banking Corporation in Jordan. From April 1989 to
December 1989 Dr. Fariz occupied the post of Jordan’s
Minister of Planning. He also held the post of Minister of
Trade and Industry, from December 1989 to June 1991,
and re-appointed in June 1991 as Minister of Planning. In
November 1995, he was elected as Chairman of the Board
of the Bank of Export and Finance and was subsequently
appointed as the Governor of the Central Bank of Jordan
until December 2000. Dr. Fariz is well renounced Eco-
nomist and Planner. He received a High Diploma in
Development Planning from the Arab Institute for Plan-
ning in Kuwait in 1970 and his Doctorate in Economics
from Keel University, UK, in 1978.

Mohammed Fayek is a long time human rights’ activist
and intellectual. He is currently the Secretary General of
the Arab Organization for Human Rights, Member of the
Egyptian National Council for Human Rights, Vice
President of the Egyptian Committee for Afro-Asian
Solidarity, and Vice-President of the Arab Institute for
Human Rights. He served as a Minister of Information,
Minister of State for Foreign Affairs, Adviser to the
President of Egypt for African and Asian Affairs, Mem-
ber of the Egyptian Parliament, and Representative of
Egypt to the Fourth Committee of the United Nations,
General Assembly from 1962 to 1965. Additionally, he
was a close assistant to many of the African liberation
movements in the struggle for independence of African
states from 1953 to 1971.

Burhan Ghalioun is professor of political sociology and
director of the Centre for the Study of the Contemporary
Orient (directeur du Centre d’Etudes sur I’Orient contem-
porain) at Sorbonne University. Among his published
work are the following: A Manifesto for Democracy, The
Elite Society, The Assassination of the Mind, The Arab
Dilemma: The State Against the Nation. He is based in
Paris and publishes in French, Italian and Spanish.

Fahmy Howeidy is an Egyptian writer specialized in
Arab Islamic and political affairs. He joined the Cairo
based Al-Ahram newspaper in 1958. He was appointed as
the Managing Editor of the Kuwaiti cultural monthly
magazine, Al-Arabi, then deputy editor of the London-
based Arabia magazine. He has 16 published books on
Islamic thought and the state of the Muslim world. He is
now a full time writer who writes a weekly column in Al-
Ahram, which is published simultaneously in a number of
newspapers in seven Arab countries, a second column in
Al-Sharq Al-Awsat newspaper and a third column in Al-
Majalla magazine.

Nasser Al-Kahtani is the Executive Director of the Arab
Gulf Programme for United Nations Development

Organizations (AGFUND). Mr. Al-Kahtani received his
Master’s degree from the University of Miami, U.A. His
work experience was focused on Sustainable Human
Development, particularly: Early Childhood Develop-
ment, Open Learning, Civil Society, Eradication of
Poverty through Microfinance, and Child Abuse, and he
has presented numerous papers in some related inter-
national conferences and meetings. Mr. Al-Kahtani is: 1)
Member of the Board of Trustees of: Arab Network for
Non-Governmental Organizations, Cairo; Arab Open
University, Kuwait; Centre of Arab Women for Training
and Research (CAWTAR), Tunis; 2) Member of the
Advisory Committee of CGAP Microfinance Initiative in
the Middle East and North Africa, and 3) Member of
many national and international committees.

Taher H. Kanaan, born in Nablus-Palestine, is the
Managing Director of the Jordan Centre for Public Policy
Research and Dialogue in Jordan. He is a Senior Research
Fellow, and Member of the Board of Trustees of the
Economic Research Forum in Cairo. Earlier, he served
the Government of Jordan as Minister of Planning (1986-
1989), and Deputy Prime Minister/Minister of State for
Development Affairs (1997-1998). He had also served
the Arab Fund for Economic and Social Development as
Director of Programmes (1973-1976); and UNCTAD as
Chief of Development Finance (1978-1982). He studied
economics at the American University of Beirut and
Cambridge University Trinity College, UK where he
obtained his Doctorate.

Atif Kubursi is a professor of Economics at McMaster
University, Canada; he joined McMaster in 1969 as
assistant professor and became full professor in 1981. Dr.
Kubursi also taught economics at Purdue University in
Indiana, USA; was senior academic visitor at Cambridge
University, UK, and consulted and lectured at Harvard
University, USA. He also worked as a Senior Develop-
ment Officer in the United Nations Industrial Develop-
ment Organization in Vienna. Dr. Kubursi has published
10 books and over 250 articles and reports in inter-
national journals in both Arabic and English. He has
frequently lectured on globalization, economic develop-
ment, oil and industrialization, the impact of tourism on
provincial and local economies, political economy of
development, Arab affairs and on environment-economy
linkages.

Clovis Maksoud is a prominent Arab figure who occu-
pied high-ranking positions including being an Ambassa-
dor, Lawyer, Journalist and Diplomat. He is currently a
Professor of International Law in the Washington College
of Law at American University, USA. Professor Maksoud
is also the Director of the Centre for the Global South at
the American University and a member of the Advisory
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Board of the United Nations Development Programme’s
Bureau for Arab States. Maksoud held the post of Chief
Representative of the League of Arab States in India from
1961-1966. From 1967-1979, he served as the Senior
Editor of Al-Ahram and then Chief Editor of Al-Nahar
Weekly. Professor Maksoud is the author of many arti-
cles and books on the Middle East and the global South.
He has also been the Chairperson and Convener of many
conferences on environment and development, human
rights, human security, landmines, population and
disarmament.

Amin Medani is a human rights advocate and a law and
policy practitioner for international and regional organi-
zations. Currently, he represents the Arab Region to the
Office of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights
(OHCHR). Medani received his Doctorate in Compara-
tive Criminal Law in 1970 from the University of
Edinburgh and his Masters of Law with distinction from
the University of London, UK. He has served as Chief of
the OHCHR’s Mission in Croatia (2001), as legal adviser
to the Arab Fund for Social and Economic Development
(1997), and as President of the Sudan Human Rights
Organization in exile (London 1992-1997).

Abdelouahab Rezig is currently the Director of the
United Nations Economic Commission for Africa, Sub-
Regional Office for North Africa. He holds a Doctorate
of Economic Science. Before joining the United Nations,
Dr. Rezig held the following positions: Professor at
Algiers University; Lawyer; Associate Professor or
visiting Professor for European Universities; Member of
the National Economic and Social Council (Algeria);
Dean, Faculty of Economic Science; Director-General of
the Algerian Research Centre in Applied Economy for
Development (CREAD); Rector, Arab Maghreb Univer-
sity (UMA); Coordinator of MED CAMPUS projects
(North Africa-Europe); and member of UNESCO Inter-
governmental Council (MOST Programme). Dr. Rezig
has completed several research projects, particularly in
the fields of economic analysis, international relations,
and economic development.

Ghassan Tuéni is President of Les Editions Dar An-
Nahar and Editor in Chief of An-Nahar newspaper.
Former Editor-Publisher of An-Nahar newspaper,
member of Parliament and deputy-speaker, then deputy
Prime Minister and consecutively Minister of Education,
Information, Social Affairs. He was also the Permanent
Representative of Lebanon to the UN after having led
various diplomatic missions on behalf of Lebanon and the
League of Arab States. He also served as the former
President of Balamand University. He is an editorialist
and author of several publications in Arabic, English and
French.

Core Team

Mohamed Nour Farahat is a Professor of legal
philosophy at Zagazig University in Egypt and Attorney
at Law. In 2001, he was awarded the Egyptian State
Award for Excellence in Social Science and in 2004, with
the State Award of Appreciation in Social Science. Dr.
Farahat worked in various capacities with a number of
UN agencies, including the High Commissioner on
Human Rights, UNESCO, UNDP and UNDESA. His
projects focus on the promotion of human rights,
governance and democracy. He is also widely published
in the disciplines of legal history, philosophy, sociology
and human rights in the Arab Region.

Nader Fergany is currently the Director of Almishkat
Centre for Research in Egypt. He is also Lead Author for
the Arab Human Development Reports of 2002, 2003,
and 2004. He obtained his Doctorate from the University
of North Carolina, USA. He has taught and undertaken
research at numerous institutions in Egypt and elsewhere
and acted as a consultant to many Arab and international
organizations. He has also published on demography,
international migration, labour markets, education and
development in the Arab world.

Abdelwahab El-Affendi is a Senior Research Fellow at
the Centre for the Study of Democracy, University of
Westminster and Coordinator of the Centre’s Project on
Democracy in the Muslim World. Educated at the
Universities of Khartoum, Sudan, Wales, and Reading,
UK, he is author of several works on Islam, state and
power in the Sudan and has contributed to many leading
journals. Dr. EI-Affendi is a member of the Consultative
Council of the Arab Human Rights Organization in the
UK, and a trustee of the International Forum for Islamic
Dialogue (UK). Dr. EI-Affendi also contributes regularly
to Al-Quds al-Arabi (London) and the Daily Star (Beirut).

Marie Rose Zalzal is a Lawyer with a degree and career
in International Law. She is a member of the Secular
Lebanese Wing and a member of the Gathering of Leba-
nese Women Researchers. She is also an activist in the
areas of “No Violence” and “Human Rights,” and an
activist for a healthy environment, and has participated in
numerous local and global conferences. She also authored
many publications on law and general human rights issues.

Authors of Background Papers

Ali Abdel Gadir Ali is Economic Adviser to the Arab
Planning Institute (API), a research and capacity building
institution that focuses on economic development issues
facing the Arab region. Prior to his post at API, Dr. Ali
directed the Economic and Social Policy Analysis
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Division of the UN Economic Commission for Africa,
between the years of 1997 and 2000. Dr. Ali was edu-
cated at the University of Khartoum, Sudan and later
received his Masters of Economics and Doctorate from
the University of Essex, UK. Dr. Ali has been a Consul-
tant to numerous international and regional development
organizations such as the World Bank, UNDP and the
Arab Organization for Agricultural Development. He has
published widely on poverty and the economy in Sudan.

Marie-Thérese Abdel-Messih is a Professor of English
and Comparative Literature at the University of Cairo,
Egypt. Her work is in the fields of critical theory, com-
parative cultural studies in literature and art, and the
translation of creative and critical texts from Arabic and
English. In public life, she has promoted outsider art
creations by felaheen Egyptian artists. Lately, she has
been writing on young Egyptian writers, whose works are
controversial to the canonical taste of the literati. Apart
from her participation in international conferences, and
contributions to international journals in Arabic and
English, she has published works in Arabic on
representation.

Abdallah Al Ashaal is a Professor of Law and Political
Science. He obtained his Doctorate from Cairo and Paris
Universities as well as a diploma from the Hague Acade-
my in public international law. His areas of interest are
Arab, Islamic, African and Gulf Affairs, and international
law and relations, arbitration and diplomacy. A veteran
diplomat and professor of law and politics, Professor Al
Ashaal is also a member of many Egyptian and foreign
scientific societies and serves on the boards of various
university research centres. He has published numerous
research papers and books.

Amna Rashed Al-Hamdan is the head of the department
of International Relations at the Ministry of Social Affairs
and Labour. She is president of the folkloric literature
unit as well as the department of projects and on-sight
projects in the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC). She
received her Bachelor of Arts in literature from Cairo
University, and her Master of Philosophy from the
Middle East Studies Department at Leeds University,

UK, in folkloric Kuwaiti tales. She participated in the
International Labour Organization’s annual conference,
and organized regional meetings for the World
Intellectual Property Organization. She has published
works on Gulf customs and traditions.

Habib Al-Jenhani is a professor of Economic and Social
History in Arab Islamic Society at the University of
Tunisia. He was a visiting professor to many Arab and
Foreign Universities. He is considered as a Tunisian
thinker with a wide-spectrum of intellectual interests. He

also published several books in Tunisia, Beirut, Cairo,
and Damascus. Most notable amongst his books are:

The Islamic Maghreb: the Social and Economic Life,
Moroccan Studies, Studies of the Economic and Social
History of Al-Maghreb Al-Arabi, and many others. Dr.
Al-Jenhani obtained his PhD in the field of literature with
emphasis on Arab and Islamic Modern History.

Majid A. Al-Moneef is a Senior Economic Adviser to
the Minister of Petroleum and Mineral Resources of
Saudi Arabia since 1990, and Saudi Arabia’s Governor to
OPEC. He is a member of the Consultative Board for
Saudi Arabia’s Supreme Economic Council and Chair-
man of the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) Energy
team. He is a member of the Board of Trustees of the
Economic Research Forum for the Arab Countries, Iran
and Turkey as well as the Chairman of the Editorial
Board of the Saudi Economic Journal. He was a Pro-
fessor of Economics and Vice Dean at King Saud
University in Riyadh, the President of the Saudi Econo-
mic Association, and the national representative for Saudi
Arabia in OPEC’s Economic Commission Board. His
published papers are on energy and environmental
economics, the economies of the Gulf Cooperation
Council (GCC) international finance and the political
economy of corruption.

Mustapha K. Al Sayyid directs the Centre for the Study
of Developing Countries at Cairo University. He has been
teaching Political Science at Cairo University and the
American University in Cairo since 1982. He spent one
year as a visiting scholar at the University of California
Los Angeles and one semester at the Law School of
Harvard University. He held leading positions in both

the Egyptian Human Rights Organization and the Arab
Political Science Association. He served as a member of
the Committee on Global Security and Cooperation of the
US Social Science Research Council. He has several
publications in Arabic, English and French. He works
mostly on political economy, human rights, and civil
society issues. Educated in Egypt and Switzerland, he
obtained his Doctorate from the Graduate Institute of
International Studies in Geneva, Switzerland.

Siham Abdulrahman Alsuwaigh is an Associate
Professor at King Saud University, Saudi Arabia and
working as an Educational Consultant with the founding
team to establish the Royal University for Women in
partnership with McGill University in Bahrain. She was
educated in the United States of America and obtained a
Doctorate in Education concentrating on Educational
Psychology (Early Childhood Education, Child Sociali-
zation, Child Guidance), from the University of Oregon,
USA. In addition to teaching, she supervised several
master and doctoral thesis and worked as a Vice Dean
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and a department Chairperson. She also worked as a
consultant and a project director in various Arab and
international organizations such as the Arab Gulf Pro-
gramme for United Nations Development Organizations
(AGFUND), Arab League Educational, Cultural and
Scientific Organization (ALECSO), UNESCO and
UNICEF. Dr. Alsuwaigh has also contributed to various
books and articles in Arabic and English.

Mohsen Awad is the Assistant to the Secretary-General
of the Arab Organization for Human Rights in Tunisia.
He is a researcher, lecturer and writer on Arab and
African affairs, human rights and democracy. Mr. Awad
received his Masters in African Studies at Cairo Univer-
sity, Egypt. Since then, he has undertaken research for the
Egyptian Presidency under the Department of Research
and Foreign Relations, served as Chief of the Centre for
Arab Unity Studies and as Director of the Publishing
House of the Arab Future.

Azmi Bishara is a leading Palestinian intellectual and
writer. He has been a member of the Israeli Parliament
since 1996. Bishara is professor of philosophy and former
head of the Philosophy and Cultural Studies Department
at Birzeit University. Dr. Bishara has written and edited
books on nationalism, minority rights in Israel, demo-
cracy and civil society as well as Islam and democracy.
His work has been published in Arabic, English, German
and Hebrew. Dr. Bishara received his Doctorate in
Philosophy from Humbodt University, Germany.

Hafidha Chekir is a Professor of Law at the University
of Law and Political Science in Tunisia. She is a member
of the Tunisian Union for Democratic WWomen since its
inception in 1989. She is also a member of the Tunisian
Women’s Association for Development, and the
Women’s Committee at the Arab Institute for Human
Rights. Dr. Chekir participated in training seminars
organized by the Arab Institute for Human Rights where
she lectured and organized workshops on the topic of
women’s rights. She has published widely on the legal
framework of unions in Tunisia, women’s rights in
human rights international agreements, and women’s
political rights in Tunisia. Dr. Chekir received her
Doctorate in Law

Georges Corm is a professor of Contemporary Arab
Thought and Development Sociology as well as Econo-
mic History and Public Finance at various Universities in
Lebanon. He has also made a career in the Arab and
Lebanese financial sector. Since 1985, he has been an
independent consultant for various international organi-
zations. He has been appointed Minister of Finance of
Lebanon from December 1988 to October 2000. He is the
author of many books translated into several languages

on the history of the Middle East and economic develop-
ment. Corm has a Doctorate in Constitutional Law from
Paris University and is also a graduate of the Institut
d’Etudes Politiques de Paris, France.

Jalila El Ati is a physiologist, educator and researcher on
public health and nutrition. She is a Professor and head of
the Investigations and Planning Department at the Nation-
al Institute of Nutrition (NIN), Tunis. Her area of special-
ization and work is the conduct of large epidemiological
surveys to assess nutritional status, food customs, food
consumption, health problems and their determinants.
She obtained her Doctorate in Physiology from the Uni-
versity of Manar, Tunis. Her current research focuses on
the implementation of nutrition surveillance activity in
Tunisia (a collaborative project between Tunisia, France
and Belgium), and the epidemiological transition and
health impact in North Africa.

Mohamed Mahmoud EI-Imam is a Professor of
Economics at the Arab Institute of Research and Studies.
He lectured and published widely in economics, statistics,
and econometrics in Egyptian Universities. He worked in
the discipline of planning as Senior Expert, Head of Plan
Follow Up and Evaluation of Performance Department,
Central Audit Agency, Director of Institute of National
Planning, and Minister of Planning, and as a member of
the Egyptian Cabinet. He held the post of Assistant to the
President in the Arab Monetary Fund in Abu Dhabi. He
held several posts with United Nations specialized
agencies, and Pan Arab specialized agencies of the Arab
League. He is a member of Egyptian, Arab and foreign
scientific societies. He graduated in Cairo University
majoring in Economics and obtained his Doctorate in
Econometrics from Leeds University, UK.

Khalida Sai’d Esber was educated in Lebanon and
France. She got her Doctorate from the Sorbonne
University, Paris. She taught Arabic Literature at the
Lebanese University, Beirut, from 1975 to 1996. She
participated in the production of the magazine Positions,
from 1968 to 1994. Her publications include works on
poetry, the renaissance, and creativity.

Rafia Obaid Ghubash is President of the Arabian Gulf
University (AGU) in Bahrain and Associate Professor
and Consultant Psychiatrist. She holds a Doctorate in
Community and Epidemiological Psychiatry from the
University of London, UK. Before assuming her respon-
sibilities as President of AGU, Dr. Ghubash was Dean of
the Faculty of Medicine and Health Services. She is a
member of various university committees, medical asso-
ciations, and has extensive publications on Psychiatry.
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Abdelaziz Guessous is a Professor in the Faculty of
Humanities at the University of Cadi Ayyad in Morocco.
He holds a Masters degree in Arabic Literature as well as
a Doctorate in Literary Criticism. His academic interests
encompass contemporary Arab culture, civil society,
development and criticism. His published works cover
oral criticism, criticism and psychology, and criticism and
science.

Salah El-Deen Hafez is a prominent journalist who is the
Editor in Chief of Majallat Al Dirasat Al I’lamiyya since
1984 and Vice Editor in Chief of Al Ahram newspaper.
He was twice elected Secretary-General for the Arab
Journalists Union, a position he holds since 1996. He was
also twice elected as Secretary-General for the Journalists
Syndicate of Cairo. Mr. Hafez was a Lecturer at the Uni-
versity of Qatar and at the Department of Mass Commu-
nications at the University of Cairo. He is a founding
member of the African Journalist Union, the Arab Centre
for Media Studies and the Arab Organization for Human
Rights (AOHR), and is a member of several journalism
associations and freedom organizations. He has published
widely on issues focusing on democracy, freedom of
journalism, Palestine and the Arab-Zionist conflict. He
has been awarded with several awards including the
Golden Medal of the International Organization of
Journalists.

Mustafa S. Hijazi is a Professor of mental health at the
University of Bahrain. He received his Doctorate of
Psychology from the University of Lyon, France, and has
served as a senior trainer of managers in childcare and
social development institutions. Additionally, he has also
trained on behavioral skills for management. Dr. Hijazi
has authored nine books in the field of psychology and
has been senior consultant for UN organizations in-
cluding UNICEF, UNESCO, ESCWA and UNDP.

Fahmi Jadaan is a Professor of Philosophy and Modern
Arab and Islamic Thought at the University of Jordan,
Université de Paris 11l Sorbonne Nouvelle and, presently,
Kuwait University. He received his Doctorat d'Etat et
Lettres from the Université de Paris IV Sorbonne, France.
Professor Jadaan is the author of many books on classical
Islamic philosophy and in contemporary Arab thought
including various works in French and English.

Jonathan Kuttab is a Palestinian human rights lawyer
and peace activist. In 1980, he founded Al Hag, the first
human rights organization in the Occupied Territories,
where he served as director for over a decade. Addition-
ally, Mr. Kuttab founded the Mandela Institute for
Political Prisoners in Ramallah and co-founded the
Palestine Centre for the Study of Nonviolence. He is
currently an advisory member of Nonviolence

International and co-founder of the Human Rights
Information and Document Systems for the organization.
Mr. Kuttab received his Law degree from the University
of Virginia, USA, and he published several works
focusing on the legal aspect of the Palestinian plight.

Amina Lemrini is currently an inspector of secondary
education as well as a participant in different projects
related to curriculum reform and development of a human
rights and citizenship education. She is a member and
president of the Moroccan Democratic Union for Women
as well as a member of the Moroccan Group 95 for
Equality. She received her Doctorate in Educational
Sciences from the Faculty of Education at the University
of Mohamad V in Rabat, Morocco. She is a former
member of the Moroccan National Council for Human
Rights and a current member of the Advisory Council for
Human Rights.

Maryam Sultan Lootah is an Associate Professor at the
United Arab Emirates University, where she held the
department chair between 1998-2002. She is also a
member of the Dubai Economic Council since 2003. She
received her Doctorate in Political Science from the
University of Cairo, Egypt, where her research concen-
trated on political stability in the UAE. She is currently a
member of the UAE University Council. Her research on
political development and sociopolitical factors in UAE
and the Gulf has been awarded distinction from the Al
E’wais Research Prize Institution. Dr. Lootah is an active
participant in the realm of civil society organizations and
media, as well as a regular participant in symposiums
across the Arab region.

Mohammed Malki is a Professor of Political Science
and International Relations at Cadi Ayyad University and
Mohamed V University in Morocco. He currently manages
the curriculum of the public law programme and is the
coordinator of a research group bringing together the
universities of Oujda, Marrakech (Morocco) and Oxford,
UK, studying forced migration. In addition, Dr. Malki
heads a study group on contemporary Arab thought at the
Temimi Foundation for scientific research and informa-
tion based in Tunisia. Among his published research are
volumes on national movements and colonization and
constitutional and political reforms in the Maghreb.

Khadija Marouazi is a Professor of Modern Literature
in the Liberal Arts and Human Sciences Department at
Ibn Tofail University in Al Qunaitra (Kenitra). Dr.

Marouazi is active in the areas of organizations, educa-
tion, and law. She received her Doctorate in the Arabic
language and literature from Mohamad EI Khamis

University, Morocco. She is currently a member of the
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Moroccan National Organization for Human Rights and
is in charge of the Education Human Rights File.

A. Hussain Shaban is a scholar, legal consultant and
author of over 30 books on international law, politics,
ideological conflict, culture, literature and human rights.
Dr. Shaban received his Doctorate in International Law
from the Czech Academy of Science. He has served as
the General Secretary of the International Justice
Organization, Human Rights Forum and Arab European
Studies Centre. He also presided as the Chairman of the
Iragi Network for Human Rights, Culture and Develop-
ment and as President of the Arab Organization of
Human Rights, in England. He has published widely,
including on such issues as sovereignty and principles of
humanitarian intervention and Islam and human rights.

Alaa K. Shalaby is a Senior Researcher with The Arab
Organization For Human Rights (Team Coordinator for
Annual Report on the Status of Human Rights in the Arab
World and the Editor for Human Rights in Brief, News
Brief of AOHR) and is a former UNHCHR Observer/
Darfur Monitoring Mission—Sudan. He obtained his
LL.B in Law from Ain Shams University in Cairo, Egypt.
He issued five books on (1) The Arab Islamic Movement,
(2) The International Humanitarian Interference, (3)
(9/11) USA Between Religion and Politics, (4) The
American Iragi War & the Role of Civil Society, and (5)
The International Order and The Rights of the Palestinian
People. He issued as well nine Research Papers and 17
Reports on International Relations, Regional Conflicts,
Human Rights, Governance and Democracy (1999: 2005).

Arabic Readers Group

Khalid Abdalla is a leading analyst and consultant on
Arab and international relations, and throughout his
career has served as Chief Representative of the League
of Arab States in Vienna and the United States. Dr.
Abdalla has also directed the Department of Strategic
Studies and the International Economic Affairs Depart-
ment at the League in Tunis, and held the Chair of Deputy
Assistant Secretary for Palestinian Affairs at the League
in Cairo. Between 1979 and 1980, Dr. Abdalla served as
Chief Planner for the Warsaw Planning Development
Office and also served with the municipalities of Baghdad,
Iraq and Tripoli, Libya. Dr. Abdalla received his Doctor-
ate in Economics from the Central School of Planning
and Statistics in Warsaw, and has been a visiting scholar
at the Graduate School of Islamic and Social Sciences.
He currently advises the Dar Al Khaleej Press.

Kamal Abdellatif received his Doctorate in Philosophy
from Mohamed V University in Rabat Morocco, where
he is currently a Professor at the Department of Political

Philosophy and Contemporary Islamic Thought. Dr.
Abdellatif is also founder of the Arab Society of Philo-
sophy and a member of the Union of Moroccan Writers.
Additionally he has been a visiting scholar across univer-
sities within the Arab region and abroad, as well as con-
sultant with several institutions and universities within
and outside of Morocco. He has published widely,
including on topics related to Arab political thought and
Arab renaissance.

Madawi Al-Rasheed is a Senior Lecturer in Social
Anthropology at King’s College, University of London,
UK. Her research spans 19th century history and 20th
century society and politics in Saudi Arabia in addition to
contemporary issues in development and modernity. Dr.
Al-Rasheed has focused on the Iragi community in
London to study the complexity of the Arab migratory
experience. More recently her research involved tracing
Gulf transnationalism and heritage, paying special
attention to the incorporation of the Arab Gulf in global
flows and the forces of globalization. She has published
widely on such issues as politics in an Arabian oasis,
Iragi Assyrian Christians in London, and on contem-
porary history and society in Saudi Arabia and Yemen.

Abdulkarim EIl-Eryani is a Political Adivser to the
Yemeni President and served as Prime Minister from
1998-2001. Dr. El-Eryani has advised, chaired and
directed numerous foundations and organizations dealing
with development, including the Kuwait Fund for Arab
Economic Development. He received his Doctorate in
Biochemical Genetics from Yale University, USA,
preceded by an MS in Agriculture from the University of
Georgia, USA. Following his education, Dr. EI-Eryani
served as Minister of Development and Chairman of the
Central Planning Organization. He has additionally lead
agricultural projects for development such as the Wadi
Zabid Irrigation Project.

Haytham Manna is a leading figure in the promotion of
human rights within the Arab region. His commitment to
the cause is reflected in his founding of the Syrian
League for Human Rights and his co-founding of the
external branch of the Committees for the Defense of
Democratic Freedoms and Human Rights in Syria. Dr.
Manna has been a member of the Board of Trustees at the
Cairo Institute for Human Rights Studies and the Arab
Program for Human Rights Activists. He is currently
spokesperson for the Arab Commission for Human Rights,
and was previously President of the International Bureau
of Humanitarian NGOs. Dr. Manna received his Doctor-
ate in Anthropology from the Higher Institute of Social
Sciences in Paris, France. He has conducted many
seminars and published works on human rights, Islam
and the Arab region. Dr. Manna’s activism has been



PR10-E-9

recognized and honoured by Human Rights Watch and
the National Academy of Sciences.

Mohamed Sid-Ahmed is a political analyst on Middle
Eastern issues, and currently writes a weekly column for
Al-Ahram newspaper and Al-Ahaly, the paper of the
opposition National Progressive Unionist Party (NPUP,
Egypt). He also contributes regularly to regional and
international publications on Arab political concerns. Mr.
Sid-Ahmed was previously editor of Al-Ahram newspaper
(1968) and the owner and manager of the New Democracy
Publishing House (1957). He has published widely on
peace issues.

Naila Silini is a Professor of Higher Education at the
Faculty of Literature and Social Sciences at the Wast
University, Tunisia. She received her Doctorate in the
history of Quranic Interpretation and social relations. Dr.
Silini is a specialist in the history of Islamic thought. Her
most distinguished publications deal with schools of
interpretation since the 7th Hijri Century, the question of
the veil from an Islamic context to interpretation rules,
and the status of women in the Maliki interpretation. She
is a member of the comparative research panel on
Qur’anic manuscripts and printed Qur’ans.

English Readers Group

Ziad Hafez is a former International Finance Corporation
(IFC) economist and investment analyst specialized in
Africa and the Arab World. Multilingual with a back-
ground in economics, political science, and law, in uni-
versity teaching, and over 25 years in the field, which
includes economic analysis, research, investment analy-
sis, risk assessment, project finance, investment imple-
mentation, administration, and supervision. He has
published in Arabic and English. Mr. Hafez has numer-
ous publications on current economic, political, and
cultural issues in Lebanon and the Arab world in Arab
and French periodicals. He participated as a Reader in the
preparation of the second and third UNDP Arab Human
Development Reports 2003 and 2004. Currently, he is a
Research Fellow at the Centre for the Global South at the
American University in Washington DC and an indepen-
dent international consultant.

Michael Hudson is Director of the Centre for Contem-
porary Arab Studies and Professor of International
Relations and Seif Ghobash Professor of Arab Studies in
the Edmund A. Walsh School of Foreign Service at
Georgetown University, USA. He holds an MA and
Doctorate in Political Science from Yale University,
USA. He has held Guggenheim, Ford, and Fulbright
fellowships and is a past president of the Middle East
Studies Association. He has lectured in universities and

research institutes around the world, including Australia,
Britain, Egypt, France, Iran, Indonesia, Israel, Italy,
Jordan, Lebanon, Morocco, Palestine, Saudi Arabia,
Syria, Turkey, the United Arab Emirates United
Kingdom and Yemen. Dr. Hudson has published widely
on political modernization in Lebanon, global political
and social indicators, Arab politics, and the Palestinians.

Santosh Mehrotra is Senior Policy Adviser, Human
Development Report (HDR) Office, UNDP, New York,
and is a senior member of the team that writes the HDR.
Prior to joining the HDR, he led UNICEF’s research
programme on economic and social policy in developing
countries at Innocenti Research Centre, Florence, Italy.
He has a Masters in Political Science from India, a
Masters in Economics from the New School for Social
Research, New York, and a Doctorate in Economics from
Cambridge University, UK (where he also taught for a
few years). Trained as a development economist, he has
spent the last 25 years devoted to researching, teaching,
and advising governments in South Asia, South-east
Asia, the Central Asian states of the former Soviet Union
and sub-Saharan Africa. He was Associate Professor of
Economics at Jawaharlal Nehru University in New Delhi
until 1991. He has also been a consultant to UNCTAD,
ILO and a Senior Economic Adviser to UNICEF. Before
turning to issues of human development, his research
focused on various dimensions of industry and trade
issues. He has a lot of publications on economic and
development issues.

Omar Noman is a Senior Adviser to the UN Assistant
Secretary-General, Regional Bureau for Asia and the
Pacific, UNDP, NY. Prior to this, he was Deputy Director
of the Human Development Report Office, where he co-
authored the Global Human Development Reports.
Before joining UNDP in 1996, Omar Noman taught at
Oxford University, where he was a Senior Research
Economist. His teaching and publications cover issues
such as child labour and primary education, macro-
economic policies, comparative development strategies,
environmental policy, democracy and human develop-
ment. He has presented papers at the US Council of
Foreign Relations, the State Department and various
policy institutes, as well as appeared regularly across
international media.

Mary Rose Oakar is an educator by profession and has
served in all three legislative branches of government,
which includes Cleveland City Council, the United States
Congress, for 16 years, and as a member of the Ohio
House of Representatives. During her tenure in Congress,
Honourable Oakar passed several pieces of legislation
relating to peace and justice in the Middle East. In addi-
tion, she served as a monitor for the Palestinian elections



PR10-E-10

and has attended Middle East Peace signings at the White
House, in Egypt and Jordan, and accompanied President
Clinton to Syria. She has been named by McCalls Maga-
zine as “one of the 10 best members of Congress for
health and women’s issues,” and has received numerous
awards for her legislation concerning breast cancer and
the elderly. Oakar served on the Advisory Board of
American-Arab Anti-Discrimination Committee for
many years, and is currently serving as its President.

Marina Ottaway is a Senior Associate in the Democracy
and Rule of Law Project, Carnegie Endowment for Inter-
national Peace, a research endeavour that analyzes the
state of democracy around the world and the efforts by
the United States and other countries to promote demo-
cracy. Her latest book is a comparative study of semi-
authoritarian regimes in Africa, the Caucasus, Latin
America, and the Middle East. Her current works focus
on political transformation in the Middle East and recon-
struction in Afghanistan and Iraqg. She is also a Lecturer
in African Studies at the School for Advanced International
Studies at Johns Hopkins University, USA. Ottaway
carried out research in Africa and in the Middle East and
taught at the University of Addis Ababa, the University
of Zambia, the American University in Cairo, and the
University of the Witwatersrand in South Africa. She
received her Doctorate in Sociology from Columbia
University, USA.

John M. Page is the Chief Economist for the Africa
Region at the World Bank. He has been a World Bank
Economist and Manager since 1980. He is also Adjunct
Professor at the Paul Nitze School of Advanced Inter-
national Studies of the Johns Hopkins University. Prior
to his appointment at the World Bank, Dr. Page was a
member of the faculty at Princeton University. He ob-
tained his Doctorate in Economics from Oxford Univer-
sity, UK where he was a Rhodes Scholar. He has pub-
lished widely on East Asian economic growth and public
policy, among other articles on the economics of
developing countries.

Alan Richards is Professor of Economics and Environ-
mental Studies at the University of California, USA. He
has consulted for the World Bank, UNDP, the Food and
Agriculture Organization (FAO), and the International
Labour Organization (ILO). In 1992-1994, he worked in
Washington, DC for USAID as a Senior Political Econo-
mist, where he conducted and directed political economy
analyses of Egypt, Jordan, Morocco, Palestine, Tunisia,
Yeme, and Kazakhstan. He has also taught economics at
the University of Wisconsin-Madison, Harvard Univer-
sity, and the American University in Cairo. He has
published works on the political economy of the Middle
East and is an advisory editor for the journal Middle East
Policy, as well as a frequent consultant to the US
government on Middle Eastern affairs.
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